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Governmental Ral ations Committee
Meeting of December 4, 2001

Committee HowardWelinsky, Chair Other Commissioner spresent
memberspresent  EvonneSeron Schulze, ViceChair WilliamD. Camphbell
OliviaK.Singh Kyo*“Paul” Jhin
Alan S. Arkatov, ex officio RobertL. Moore
Carol Chandler, exofficio MelindaG. Wilson

Committee Lancelzumi

membersabsent  GuillermoRodriguez, Jr.

Calltoorder ~ Governmenta Relations Committee Chair Welinsky called the December 4™ meeting of

the Governmenta Relations Committeeto order at 11:36 am. He said that adoption of
the minutes of thelast committee-meeting, item 10 on the agendawas taken accom-
plished on the December 3“with adoption of the Consent Calendar.

State legidative
end-of-the-year
report

Marge Chisholm stated that thisreport was presented at the October mesting, however
the committee lacked aquorum at that time and no vote was taken.

Chair Welinsky stated hisbelief that thereisaneed for action on therecord and heen-
tertained amotion to gpproveitem 11. A motion was made, seconded, and voted upon
to approvethe State L egidative End-of-the-Y ear Report.

Federal update,
December 2001

Karl Engelbach reported that the agendaitem included several mailings sent out to
Commissionerssincethelast Commission meeting regarding activitiesoccurring at the
federa level. Hediscussed four specificitemsthefirst of whichisthere-authorization of
the eementary and secondary education act. Thefollowing pointson thisitem were
noted:

+ Agreement has been reached onthefina provisionsthat will beincludedinthere-
authorization of the el ementary/secondary education act. However, there has not
been final action and thefinal compromise has not been released publicly.

+ Becausetheact has not been re-authorized, Congress has not taken final action on
theappropriation for federal education billsfor the current federa fiscal yesr.

+ Federd education programs continue to operate under continuing resol ution.
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+ Appropriation levels proposed by both the House and the Senate wereincluded in
the Agendapacket and apreviousmailing. Significant increasesin student financial
aid and several other areas have been proposed.

Mr. Engelbach reviewed severa federa hillsof interest to the Commission, themgjor
pointsnoted were asfollows:

* HR 2482 has passed the House of Representatives; it seeksthe elimination of the
Pell Grant Tuition Sendtivity Formulathat limitsthe amount of federal student aid
from Pdll Grant fundsthat Cdiforniacommunity college sudentscanreceive. Because
theissueonly affects California, the Senateisre uctant to undertake any action. The
issueisto betaken up during the re-authorization of the Higher Education Act.

+ House resolution 1992 passed the House, which expanded federal student aid
opportunitiesfor distance education programs. A smilar verson of thebill hasbeen
introduced on the Senate side but no action has been taken.

+ Senator Feinstein hasintroduced L egidation that impactsforeign studentsand their
ability to study hereinthe United States. Most of the higher education associations
have expressed serious concernsabout theproposal. Thereare gpproximeately 66,000
foreign studentswho are studying in Caiforniaon student visas.

Chair Welinsky stated that he did not believe that the Commission had taken formal
positionsonthehills. Heasked if it would be appropriate that the Commission take
formal action to support the two bills. Assistant Director Levelille stated that the
Commission’ sinterest and position on thetwo billsisknown and aletter was submitted
to the author and others.

Mr. Engelbach stated that he doesnot think it necessary to take an officia voteand action.
Because staff and others know the Commission intent, it was deemed unnecessary to
formaly vote onthe matter.

Legidativeand MargeChisholmreported on Legidative and Budget prioritiesfor thecominglegidative
budget priorities sesson. Shereviewed the Commission’ spublic agendaregarding four thematic issues
for educational  determined by the Commission to beessentid inthe next decade. They areasfollows:

opportunity,2002 Growth

* Preparation of students
+ Baccaaureate degree production
Workforce development

*

The second section of thisitem reiterated existing procedures adopted by the Commis-
sion 25 yearsago with regard to communi cating positionsto the L egidature, the Gover-
nor and how actionistaken on Legidation.

Commissioner Schultz referenced the minutes of the July 31 Commission mesting that
addressed drafting of the education bond initiative. Shesaid Chair Arkatov had asked
that someonework with the L egislature to help draft the language for thebond. She
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asked who hasbeen working ontheissue. Ms. Chisholm stated that she, Director Fox,
and Ms. Chavirahave been working with legidative staff members Rick Simpson and
Danny Alvarez to communicate the Commission’ sdesireswith regard to “ Joint Use’
provisonsbeingincludedinthislegidation.

Adjournment  Having no further business before the Committee, Chair Welinsky adjourned the Gov-
ernmental Relations Committeeat 11:49am.
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